PRESS RELEASE

HIV/AIDS: Two steps forward, one step back

Developing an alternative to ‘ABC’ to meet the demands of today’s epidemic
(London, August 09, 2006) – Despite significant progress in addressing the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the last two decades, it is clear that with 4.9 million people newly infected with HIV in 2005, prevention messages and strategies are not working, or are not being applied effectively, warns the International Planned Parenthood Federation prior to the XVI International AIDS Conference.

Rising infection rates, whether in Africa amongst young girls or in Eastern Europe amongst men who have sex with men, are a major concern at a time when prevention messages are increasingly aligned with narrow religious and political agendas, rather than the evidence based strategies that have worked in the past.
A prominent example of this is the ‘ABC’ (abstinence, be faithful, use a condom) prevention strategy; a dominant approach in many countries due largely to the support it receives from the Government of the United States.  ‘ABC’ has changed from offering three equal protective options, to a morality hierarchy with an over-emphasis on abstinence and fidelity to the detriment of other prevention options; this is creating gaps in addressing the needs of the most vulnerable, nor do they necessarily ensure protection.
Access to treatment and effective prevention messages are two sides of the same coin, and remain the cornerstone of any effective response.  Yet the prevention needs of all communities are not being fully met; to do so means finding alternatives to ABC.
At the XVI International AIDS Conference in Toronto, IPPF is hosting a Satellite Session that will make a critical assessment of HIV/AIDS prevention messages, looking at whether some strategies represent a ‘step back’ in relation to the ‘steps forward’ that have been taken in the 25 years of the epidemic.
Revising ABC to meet the demands of today’s epidemic: ‘Two steps forward, one step back’ (Skills Building Room 7, MTCC, Wednesday 16 August 07.00 – 08.30), will place prevention messages in a wider context of a continuum of treatment and care, drawing upon evidence from HIV prevention, care and treatment responses from the sexual and reproductive health community.
ENDS

For further information or to arrange interviews in Toronto please contact Paul Bell on + 44 (0) 7799 335533 or Jennifer Woodside on + 44 (0) 7971 270796
EDITORS NOTES
Revising ABC to meet the demands of today’s epidemic: ‘Two steps forward, one step back’ (Skills Building Room 7, MTCC, Wednesday 16 August 07.00 – 08.30)

Moderator:

Dr. Nono Simelela, Director Technical Knowledge and Support, IPPF, and formerly Cluster Manager HIV/AIDS and TB, Department of Health, Government of South Africa..
Speakers include:

Jodi Jacobson, Executive Director, Centre for Health and Gender Equity, talking on political factors that influence prevention messages, including US AIDS policy and its focus on abstinence.
Dr Lynn Collins, UNFPA, addressing the failure of prevention messages to reach certain communities and therefore the gaps in strategies that are ‘leaving people and populations behind’.

Raoul Fransen, Young Positives, discussing the prevention and sexual and reproductive health needs of young people, and the links to positive prevention for young people living with HIV.

Juan Jacobo Hernandez, Coletivo Sol, discussing how messages are not addressing the prevention needs of men who have sex with men, and their partners.

Kevin Osborne, Senior HIV/AIDS Adviser, IPPF, highlighting the importance of acting on the established evidence and the need to move beyond ABC by repackaging all of the prevention ingredients.
