
DELIVERING  
HUMANITARIAN ACTION

Saving lives and bringing hope in a crisis

Too often, sexual and reproductive health and rights in emergencies 
are overlooked and under‑funded. IPPF delivers the only model for 
sexual and reproductive health and rights in crises that connects the 
key elements of humanitarian action (prevention and preparedness, 
response, recovery and resilience) with long‑term, equitable 
development. Our responses are locally designed and owned; our 
interventions rapid and sustainable.

Investing in 
preparedness 
IPPF harnesses our local presence, strong 
partnerships and knowledge of decision 
making processes to ensure that national 
disaster risk reduction strategies prioritize 
sexual and reproductive health and rights 
before disaster strikes. The Minimum Initial 
Service Package for Reproductive Health 
(MISP) is a life‑saving package that must 
be implemented from the very first day of 
an emergency. Endorsed by the UN, it is 
an established international standard.  IPPF 
has recently helped seven governments 
embed the MISP into their preparedness and 
response. By investing in preparedness, IPPF 
saves lives and brings hope. 

CAPABILITY STATEMENT

The toll of crises on  
women and girls 

• Disasters have a disproportionate impact 
on women and girls. Women and children 
are 14 times more likely to die in a 
disaster than men worldwide.

• 125 million people are currently in need 
of humanitarian assistance; a quarter of 
them are women and girls of reproductive 
age.

• One in five women in a crisis is likely to 
be pregnant.

• Over 500 women and girls die each 
day in conflicts and fragile states from 
complications related to pregnancy and 
childbirth.

• Seven out of 10 women, typically, are 
exposed to sexual and gender‑based 
violence in crisis situations. 

Rapid response,  
long‑term recovery 
IPPF locally owned Member Associations are 
on the ground to respond to a crisis, often 
well before international humanitarian 
agencies arrive. IPPF is embedded within 
the community: we are there before and 
after the crisis. We help communities to 
recover and rebuild their lives.

The Nepal earthquake in 2015 affected more 
than 120,000 pregnant women. At least 
10,000 deliveries took place each month. 
Within hours, IPPF in Nepal – the Family 
Planning Association of Nepal – mobilized 
medical camps in hard‑to‑reach areas to 
provide life‑saving health services to tens of 
thousands of women, men and young people.

IPPF delivers the Minimum Initial Service 
Package in crises:

• coordinating agencies delivering sexual 
and reproductive health services

• preventing and managing the 
consequences of sexual violence

• reducing transmission of HIV and other 
sexually transmitted infections

• preventing maternal, child and infant 
mortality and disease, including provision 
of contraception

• planning for comprehensive sexual and 
reproductive health services

PAKISTAN, ETHIOPIA, INDONESIA AND PHILIPPINES

Strong partnerships to save lives

IPPF in Pakistan – Rahnuma‑Family Planning Association of Pakistan – trains the armed forces 
and military officials on how to deliver the Minimum Initial Service Package. In Ethiopia, IPPF 
worked with UNFPA to get sexual and reproductive health and rights integrated into the national 
contingency plan. MISP is now incorporated within the implementing rules and regulations of the 
reproductive health law in both Indonesia and the Philippines. 
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WHAT IS IPPF?
The International Planned 
Parenthood Federation (IPPF) 
delivers sexual and reproductive 
health services that let people 
make their own choices. We fight 
for everyone to exercise their right 
to make those choices. We are 
local, through our members and 
volunteers, and global, through our 
network. We meet need, wherever 
it is, whoever requires it, for as 
long as they want it.
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Results 
• From 2013 to 2015, IPPF doubled the number of 

clients served in conflict and crisis settings to 2.26 
million. 

• IPPF successfully advocated for the inclusion of 
sexual and reproductive health and rights and 
the MISP in the international Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction in 2015–2030 by 
collaborating with the United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA), World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). 

Empowering women and girls 
IPPF is committed to empowering women and girls 
in humanitarian settings, where they are more 
vulnerable to violence, rape, early marriage and 
trafficking. In response, IPPF provides post‑rape 
care, including counselling and treatment of 
sexually transmitted infections and HIV, and creates 
safe spaces for women and girls.

Working in 
partnership 
IPPF is a founding steering 
committee member of 
the Inter‑Agency Working 
Group on Reproductive 
Health in Crises (IAWG). We 
pioneered the creation and 
roll‑out of the Minimum 
Initial Service Package. 
We work extensively with 
partners such as UNFPA, 
UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), the 
World Health Organization, 
the IAWG and national 
governments. 
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IPPF in Uganda – Reproductive Health 
Uganda – provides treatment for 
sexually transmitted infections and 
HIV as well as daily counselling for 
traumatized refugee survivors of 
sexual and gender‑based violence. 

LOCAL SOLUTIONS WITH GLOBAL REACH
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