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Senior Political Advisor (short-term, surge capacity consultancy)
Terms of Reference 
	Program:
	The Nexus Initiative Secretariat hosted at IPPF

	Location:
	New York, NY (with pre-existing work authorization in the USA)

	Proposed Start Date:
	15 February 2023

	Consultancy Duration:
	Part-time consultancy, 20 days between 15 Feb 2023 – 15 April 2023. 




Background
Created in 2018, the Nexus Initiative is a government-owned, cross-regional initiative of like-minded governments committed to defending and advancing sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), including its strong links to gender equality, at the United Nations (UN). 

The Nexus Initiative is supported by a small secretariat that is independently hosted at the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF).

Terms of the Consultancy
Purpose:
IPPF is seeking a short-term consultant to provide political advocacy surge support to the Nexus Secretariat. The consultant will provide high-level political advocacy services and support to the Nexus Secretariat around in the lead up, and during, to the 67th Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) from March 6-7th, 2023 and the 56th Commission on Population and Development (CPD) from April 10-14, 2023. The Consultant will work under the guidance of the Nexus Director in close coordination with the Senior Political Officer and the Senior Technical Advisor.

Roles and responsibilities:
· Working in close consultant with the Senior Technical Advisor, the Senior Political Officer, and the Nexus Director, support political advocacy around the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) and the Commission on Population and Development (CPD)
· Contribute to the mobilization of government political leaders in Nexus and CSOs to support Nexus’ priorities around CSW and CPD.
· Support the Secretariat in developing key SRHR briefing materials and talking points for political advocacy.
· Support the Secretariat in convening Nexus Members and other Member States for convenings around CSW and CPD.
· Support with short-term outreach to working-level officers at the UN Mission in New York, and technical focal points at UN agencies, as relevant.
· Support the mobilization of Member States to sign-onto joint statements related to CSW and/or CPD.
· Perform other duties, as relevant and as assigned.


Key deliverables
· Written and oral communications with the Nexus Director and Nexus Secretariat to provide status updates on political advocacy efforts around CSW and CPD. 
· Briefing materials and talking points for political advocacy around CSW and CPD.
· Preparatory materials for convenings with Nexus Members and other Member States related to CSW and CPD.
· Routine check-ins with the Nexus Director and Secretariat to provide counsel and support, as requested.
· Participation in Nexus meetings with various Nexus bodies including capturing notes and supporting outreach to Member States, as requested.
· Deliverables associated with other duties, as requested. 


Selection Criteria 

Education: 
· A bachelor’s degree in international affairs, political science, global health, or a related field is required.
· A master’s degree in international affairs, global health, public administration, or a related field is desired.

Professional experience:
· A minimum of 8 years professional experience working in the international development sector working on multilateral and bilateral affairs, with diplomatic and government relations experience.
· A minimum of 5 years of experience working on global health projects, with an emphasis on SRHR.
· A minimum of 5 years of experience and familiarity with negotiations and protocol matters related to CPD and CSW at the United Nations.
· Experience preparing advocacy briefing materials and talking points related to SRHR and gender issues for government audiences.
· Experience successfully planning and facilitating multinational meetings.
· Experience conducting cross-regional outreach UN Member States, with proven experience successfully engaging African and Asian Member States.  
Demonstrated skills and competencies: 
· Strong diplomatic skills related to intergovernmental cooperation.
· Strong ability to treat sensitive materials with discretion and good judgement.
· Superior interpersonal skills and team player sensibilities. 
· Superior communication skills, including excellent writing skills. 
· Solid project management, coordination, planning, and organizational skills.
· Strong attention to detail and record keeping.
· Problem solving expertise, creativity, and flexibility. 
· Ability to work independently.
· Ability to multitask and continually evaluate priorities.
· Ability to communicate effectively with multinational stakeholders.

Language skills: 
Written and oral fluency in English is required. 
Knowledge of other UN languages is desirable.

How to Apply: 

Interested candidates are requested to submit the following documents to  info@ippf.org by 10 February 2023—with the Subject Line, “Consultant – Senior Policy Advisor for Nexus”.

1. A maximum of two pages expression of interest outlining relevant experience and suitability for the consultancy 
2. Professional CV with full contact details
3. Two professional references – contact details (email addresses and phone numbers) of references.
4. Proposed consulting fees – please note the day rate (inclusive of 8 hours) quoted in USD. The fees should exclude VAT or expenses.
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