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Appendix 3: Pathway for initial care after assault

Source: Reproduced/translated with permission from World Health Organization. Health care for women subjected to intimate partner violence or sexual 
violence: a clinical handbook. Geneva: WHO; 2014. Available at: https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/136101. Accessed 28 April 2022.

Injuries that need care urgently?

Conditions found that need treatment?

Within 72 hours since assault?

Within 5 days?

Admit to hospital

Treat

Treat or refer

Offer HIV PEP

Offer emergency 
contraception

Assess for mental 
health problems
Treat or refer  
as appropriate

Offer STI prevention/treatment

First-line support
Enhance safety and make plan
Support – connect her with 
community and health resources

Plan follow-up at 2 weeks, 1 month, 
3 months and 6 months

First-line support
Listen, Inquire, Validate

Take complete history and physical 
exam
 Assess emotional state
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